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on some future occasion, when possibly they might have
an opportunity of acquiring more than their just dues
by virtue of the sword. For the first few years after
Asaf Jah's accession, his time was fully employed in ar-
ranging these complicated affairs. In so doing, he was
on several occasions brought into collision with the
Mahrattas. This occurred in 1727 and subsequently in
1729, and in both campaigns the Nizam was only
partially successful, but such was his astuteness that he
contrived to draw as much profit out of a reverse as he
did from a victory. He was also frequently assisted by
the internal dissensions amongst the Mahrattas, for,
although the Rajah at Satara was still the virtual King of
the Mahrattas, his authority was gradually being over-
shadowed by that of the Peishwa, whilst the different
prominent chiefs and generals were in their turn jealous
of the Peishwa's growing influence. Grant Duff (History
of the Mahrattas, Volume I, Chapter 13) has described
the policy of the Nizam in a few well-chosen words which
are here reproduced:

" On a general view, his plans were calculated to
preserve his rank at court, and his power in the
Deccan; to keep alive the old, and to create new
dissensions amongst the Mahrattas: to preserve a
connection with that nation in case it should ulti-
mately be useful to direct their attacks from his own
to the imperial territories ; and, however inconsistent
some of these designs may seem, in this system of
political artifice through the remainder of a long
life Nizam-ul-Mulk not only persevered but generally
prospered."

In 1731 the dissensions between the Mahrattas reached
a climax, and Trimbuk Rao Durbari came to open con-
flict with the Peishwa. The Nizam secretly supported